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be prescribed. The pain is sometimes so acute that some relief is quickly 
demanded, and half a grain of morphia will lessen the pain for a while until 
other remedies have time to act. For the leucorrhoca, one drachm of acetate of 
zinc to one pound of distilled water is useful as a lotion. But we are sometimes 
perplexed, for the tonic treatment is not the best for a full plethoric female; 
leeching or even general bleeding is required, but the cases are rare which 
require general bleeding. 

If the patient be not very weak, and there is much leucorrhoca and menor¬ 
rhagia, the treatment laid down by Dr. Tilt for subacute ovaritis should be 
adopted. He leeches in the menstrual interval, and then blisters the iliac 
regions; but as his work is universally read, the treatment is well known. Sea¬ 
bathing, when practicable, should never be omitted.— Lancet, May 20, 1854. 

28. Hysterical and Spasmodic Cough. —Dr. Andrew Wood said, at a meeting 
of the Medico-Chirurgical Society, March 1, 1854, that about a fortnight ago, 
in a public institution for the education of girls, one of the inmates was seized 
with a peculiar spasmodic cough, coming on in paroxysms every half hour on 
twenty minutes, and for some time he was at a loss ; but others of the girls 
becoming affected, Dr. Wood recognized an old friend, which had come under 
his notice in a kindred establishment about two years ago. About a dozen of 
the inmates were then affected, and on coughing made a sound resembling the 
cry of a turkey-cock. No remedy seemed to check the complaint, except re¬ 
moving those affected to their homes. In one case, where from the violence of 
the symptom the larynx was feared for, chloroform, then but newly introduced, 
had an admirable effect. In the present instance only three or four cases have 
occurred, those affected having been removed to separate houses—an opiate 
usually completing the cure.— Monthly Journ. Med. Sci. May, 1854. 

[A similar case occurred two years since at a boarding-school in Philadel¬ 
phia, and created considerable excitement in the neighbourhood.] 

29. Report regarding the Cases of Hydrophobia which occurred in France 
during the year 1852. By M. Ambroise Tardied. (In the year 1850, the 
minister of agriculture and commerce, on the recommendation of the commit¬ 
tee of public health, sent a circular to every prefect in France, requesting him 
to give information regarding any cases of hydrophobia which might occur in 
his department. A number of reports were in consequence sent in, but as 
these were in some respects incomplete, a fresh circular was issued detailing 
more particularly the manner in which the cases should be recorded. From 
the information so obtained, M. Tardieu drew up a report regarding the cases 
which occurred in the years 1850-51, as well as in 1852. As the report for 
the year 1852 is much more complete than the others, we subjoin an abstract 
of it);— 

1. The number of cases of hydrophobia which occurred in France during the 
year 1852 was 48. These were observed in 14 departments: the department 
in which the greatest number occurred was that of the Hautes Alpes (in the 
southeast of France, latitude between 44° and 45°); while the department of 
Loz6re (also in the south, and having the same latitude as the other) came 
next. 

2. With regard to the sex; 36 of the 48 cases were males, 12 females; the 
proportion in the two preceding years was almost the same. 

3. The following table exhibits the ages of the subjects affected with'hydro- 
phobia:— 
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This table shows the incorrectness of the opinion which ascribes the disease to 
the effects of terror, for it shows that 7 children under five years of age have 
been attacked. 

4. All the cases which occurred in 1852 originated in the bites of dogg, ex¬ 
cept one, where the bite of a cat was the cause of the disease. 

5. The situation of the wounds inflicted by the rabid animals was as follows 
in 48 cases: On the face 13 times; on the upper extremities 15 ; on the lower 
extremities 12; not mentioned 8. In two of the cases the disease was commu¬ 
nicated by pet-dogs which were accustomed to lick their masters’ faces, and 
where excoriated lips were the seat of inoculation. 

6. In 40 out of the 48 cases, the date of the inoculation has been observed. 
It occurred in March, April, and May in 10 cases; in June, July, and August 
10 ; in September, October, and November 4; in December, January, and Feb¬ 
ruary 10. 

7. It seems a considerable number of individuals who are bitten by rabid 
animals escape the disease. During 1852, some observations were made on this 
point, and it appeared that out of 44 persons bitten about the same time 23 
only were attacked. 

8. The period of incubation of the disease was exactly noted in 20 cases. It 
was as follows: Less than a month in 8 cases; from 1 to 3 months 10 ; from 
3 to 6 months 1; 11 months 1. 

9. The duration of the disease in 20 cases was 2 days in 6 cases; 3 days in 
8; 4 days in 5 ; 6 days in 1. 

10. The termination of confirmed cases of hydrophobia was constantly fatal. 
Of the 48 cases, it appears that only 27 came under this category, in the others 
the effect was merely local. In 12 of these 27 cases no precaution was taken, 
in 4 no mention is made of this circumstance. In 8 of the remaining 11 cases 
cauterization was resorted to immediately, in 3 at a late period. Of the 21 in¬ 
dividuals who escaped (see If 7) cauterization was energetically performed in 
12 cases ; the details of the other 9 have been omitted. 

11. As to the mode of cauterization employed, the actual cautery was used 
in all the cases but 5, and these were treated by protonitrate of mercury, nitric 
acid, ammonia, or butter of antimony. In Germany, it has been proposed to 
excise the bitten parts, and then to wash the wounds with a solution of caustic 
potash.— Monthly Journ. Med. Sci. May, 1854, from Annales d’Hygiine, &c. 
January, 1854. 

30. Hydrophobia in a Cretin — Remarkable Development of the Intelligence 
during the Paroxysms of the Disease. —The following curious case is related by 
M. Niepce. A. Chauvet, a cretin from birth, at the age of 17 years presented, 
in a marked degree, all the physical and mental characters of cretinism. He 
could only articulate a few words imperfectly. He had not sufficient intelli¬ 
gence to learn reading or writing, nor to understand the catechism. His affec¬ 
tions were little developed: he had some liking for his mother, but showed 
none for his brother. On the 10th May last, he was bitten by a mad dog; the 
wound was slightly cauterized with some drops of ammonia by a druggist, 
about an hour after the accident. Nothing was observed till the 27th July fol¬ 
lowing, about eleven o’clock, when Chauvet refused to eat or drink; and two 
hours afterwards all the symptoms of hydrophobia made their appearance. 
From the commencement of this disease, to the great astonishment of every 
one, Chauvet spoke with much greater facility than he had ever done before, 
addressing those around him, and relating the sufferings which he felt. In the 
intervals of the paroxysms, he called his mother and brother, showing his affec¬ 
tion for them by the most tender caresses, and entreating them not to leave him 
alone. He caused the priest to be sent for, and on his arrival expressed with 
tears his bitter regret that he had never been able to learn the catechism. 
During the remainder of his illness, his intelligence became always lucid 
during the paroxysms of suffering, when he would put questions to those 
around him and give directions to them; but as soon as calm or depression 
ensued, the natural state of his intellect returned. On the 1st August, acute 
delirium came on, during which he spoke frequently and with volubility, citing 



